


Record heatwaves, and 
more frequent and 

devastating hurricanes, 
floods and droughts 

are already destroying 
the lives of millions

of people.

Climate breakdown 
is wreaking havoc 
across the world.

Business as usual 
has led us into 
this mess; we 

need something 
radically different 

to lead us out. 

wrecking the planet
business as usual is



Fossil fuels have 
facilitated capitalism’s 

pursuit of endless growth. 
This economic system of 

continual expansion drives 
the climate crisis. To keep 
making money the 1% must 
keep expanding production 

and consumption.

The system requires 
ever greater resources, 
land and markets - and 
in turn produces ever 

greater emissions.



Industrialisation 
poured greenhouse 

gases into the 
atmosphere at a rate 

never seen before, 
causing the climate 

crisis.

Those 
most 

affected by this 
crisis are now 
in the global 

south

The UK is among 
those countries with 
very high historical 
emissions. We have 

made a much bigger 
contribution to the 

crisis than countries 
with large populations 
such as China and India.

The countries 
most affected by 
climate change 
(small island 

nations, much of 
Africa and Asia) 
are often the 

least responsible 
for it.
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The 
countries who were 

impoverished first by 
colonialism, and then by 

decades of having the 
global economy rigged 

against them…

…are 
now more 

vulnerable to 
climate breakdown 

because of 
their economic 

situation.

Per person tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent emissions (tCO2e), 1850-2014

Map uses emissions figures from the World Resources Institute.



We in 
the global 

South are feeling 
the impacts of 

the climate crisis 
already.  While the elite 

in the global north 
are often able to lift 

themselves free from the 
most severe aspects of 
the crisis. They forget 
that the climate crisis 
will eventually spare 

no one if real 
actions are not 

taken today.

We’re not 
saying that 

climate change 
affects only black 
people. However, it 

is communities in the 
global south that 

bear the brunt of the 
consequences of climate 
change, whether physical 
- floods, desertification, 
increased water scarcity 

and tornadoes - or 
political: conflict

and racist
borders
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Colonialism violently decimated economies 
in the global south, channelling wealth 

and resources back to colonial countries 
like the UK. This resource theft, as well as 
wealth from slavery, was fundamental to 
the industrial development which set the 

climate crisis in motion.

These colonial relationships remain at the 
heart of the global economy. The poorest 

communities across the world continue 
to be pushed from their land and robbed 
of their resources while indigenous land 

defenders are targeted and killed in order 
to keep the fossil fuel economy in motion.



Just 100 multinational 
corporations are 

responsible for more than 
70% of global emissions. 

Big businesses, from 
banks to agribusiness, car 

companies to oil giants, 
have consistently used their 
economic and lobbying power 
to prevent effective climate 
action and invented useless, 

false solutions such as 
carbon trading instead.

For the last 40 years, a set of extreme 
free-market ideas has been turbo-charging 

the climate crisis. ‘Neoliberalism’ has 
increasingly dominated international policy 
making, resulting in widespread privatisation, 
and governments relinquishing their power 

to regulate big business.

Inequality 
has risen and 

carbon emissions 
multiplied.

just when we need stronger 
regulation and public ownership 

of energy, transport and more to 
ensure effective climate action, 

we’ve given the tools away.

Getting real on climate change means 
leaving fossil fuels in the ground, shifting 

away from industrial agriculture and 
reducing energy demand. To do that we 
need to roll back corporate power.

CORPORATE
POWER
CLIMATE 

BREAKDOWN

DRIVES



Yet modern trade deals read like a list of 
corporate demands locked into international 
law. The climate impact of ever longer supply 

chains is one result, but such deals often have far 
wider consequences. They can do anything from 

preventing governments from bringing privatised 
services back into public hands, to stopping 
countries banning the dirtiest fossil fuels.

and the decision by the 
Netherlands to phase out 
coal-fired electricity was 
immediately met by energy 

company threats to sue 
through corporate courts.

Environmental regulations risk 
being reduced to the lowest 

common denominator and, to cap 
it all, the system of ‘corporate 
courts’ allows investors to sue 
governments in secret, outside 
of the national legal system.

Corporate courts have been 
used against governments 
seeking to ban fracking,

New trade 
deals are a 

massive threat 
to our ability 
to win climate 

justice.



JUST TRANSITION
TOWARDS A

Climate breakdown will 
hit the least well-off 

hardest, while the benefits 
of economic growth are 

enjoyed most by the world’s 
rich. So it’s the historic 

responsibility of wealthy 
countries in the global 

north to lead on effective 
climate action. But climate 

justice also means the 
wealthy 1% need to bear the 

costs of the transition.

The ‘Green New Deal’ is a proposal 
in both the UK and elsewhere for 

massive government investment to 
totally decarbonise the economy, 

not just through renewable 
energy and energy efficiency but 
through a transformation of our 

transport, farming and more.

A ‘just transition’ would replace carbon-
intensive jobs with good-quality green 

jobs and rebalance economies affected 
by deindustrialisation and the dominance 

of big finance, uniting workers in the 
global north with workers and affected 
communities in the south. Transfers of 
climate technology and funding to the 

global south are also vital, along with a 
commitment to welcome climate refugees.
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We led the way into the fossil 
fuel era, but by listening to 

and acting with countries and 
communities in the global 

south we can take a path out 
and help shift expectations for 

climate action globally.



system
change
climate
change

...To truly deal with the 
climate crisis we need to 
move away from a system 

based on growth and 
corporate profit-making.

Democratising the 
economy can allow us 
to take decisions in the 
interests of the climate 

and social justice. A 
combination of public and 
co-operative ownership 

of our energy system, for 
instance, can lead the way 
towards affordable and 
clean energy for all and 
a system that puts people 

before profit.

Our economic 
system needs a 
big overhaul…

Examples of this kind of 
‘Energy Democracy’ can 

already be found around 
the world. In Spain, Som 
Energia (‘We are Energy’

in Catalan) is a 
co-operative set up in 

2011, at a time when the 
largest two energy 

companies controlled 
80% of the energy 

market. It now has 63,000 
members and generates 

17GWh/year of solar, wind 
and biogas energy.

In Costa Rica 99.7% 
of the energy mix is 
renewable thanks 
to a state-owned 

energy provider, which 
together with four 

rural energy 
co-operatives is 

also responsible for 
ensuring over 99% 

access to electricity - 
an unusually high level 
for the global south.
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At the centre of 
the climate crisis 
is the problem of 
profit-maximising, 
endless growth. 

To deal with 
it, we need to 
redistribute 
wealth and 

power away from 
corporations 
and towards 

collective and 
common ownership.

From advertising 
to planned 

obsolescence, 
big business 
has designed 
the consumer 
economy to 

maximise individual 
consumption, 
and minimise 
sharing and 

collaboration. If 
instead we used 

our resources to 
create collective 

wellbeing, we 
might have 

less material 
consumption, but 
actually more 
of other things 

we value - social 
care, health, 

education, free 
time and cultural 

life. 





Responding to climate 
breakdown means learning 

from international struggles, 
forging solidarity across 

movements and borders. It 
means nothing other than 

building our collective power 
to challenge global elites 

and remake our world.

To do that, we need to 
focus not just on carbon 

emissions but also on 
systemic questions of racism, 
colonialism, exploitation and 

corporate power.

As the reality of the climate 
crisis hits home, more and 

more people are refusing to 
see their future destroyed by 
the greed of the few. Taking

a lead from those 
communities at the forefront 
of climate breakdown, let’s 

build a movement to win 
climate justice! 

Those who most benefit from 
the system remaining as it is 
will never voluntarily take 

the steps we need to stop the 
climate crisis. But together we 
can force governments to act.



Climate breakdown isn’t just an ecological 
crisis, serious though that is. It is a crisis which 
exacerbates much of the inequality and injustice 
of the economic system it is rooted in. But like 

climate change, economic systems are man-made.

By building a climate justice movement that 
challenges the powerful, we can make a world 

where the needs of people and the planet 
matter more than corporate profits.

If you agree that we need system change 
to tackle climate change, then our climate 

justice network could be for you.

Email activism@globaljustice.org.uk
or call 020 7820 4900 and ask for the 

activism team to find out more. 
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